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Welcome to IMMERSE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMMERSE is a fully customized, 1-2 week English learning experience that gives 

international professionals one-on-one training and real life practice in business and cultural 
settings in Greenville, South Carolina. 

Our clients' English needs are assessed prior to their arrival in Greenville and a specialized 

teaching plan is created to improve their overall English level.  We want to ensure that 

students' English lessons are not just general classes that could be given to anybody, but 

rather well-thought-out classes that help students to maximize their learning potential.  

    

Once students are in Greenville for the IMMERSE program, our primary goal is for them to 

improve their English while simultaneously immersing themselves into American 

culture. Classes can take place at outdoor cafes in beautiful downtown Greenville, our 

centrally located office, or even at the scenic Falls Park. We then pair these classes with 

business or cultural application activities, such as business lunches, classic American 

barbecues, baseball games, culinary tours, and more. Our philosophy centers on students 

practicing English skills learned throughout the week in hands-on experiences that provide 

insight into American culture.  
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What We Do 

IMMERSE is a program that focuses on three key components to English improvement: 

diagnostic assessment, customized private lessons, and practical application. To begin, we 

first give our clients a diagnostic assessment by one of our language experts. From this test, 

we assess a student’s strengths and weaknesses in the English language that helps us 

develop a customized teaching plan. Every teaching plan includes tailored coursework and 

application activities. We believe learning a new language is most effective with active 

engagement that reinforces and expounds upon existing knowledge. 

 

Diagnostic Assessment 

 

Our language evaluation expert conducts one-on-one 

diagnostic assessments in person or by webcam (e.g., Skype) 

with clients to determine their precise English level and 

identify their needs and weaknesses.  

 

 

 

Customized Private Lessons 

 

When a client comes to Greenville for an IMMERSE program, a 

team of highly experienced instructors work together, taking 

turns teaching one-on-one lessons in their areas of expertise. 

Lesson locations include office settings and public places such as 

cafes and libraries. 

  

 

Application Activities 

 

Once a client has acquired some new English knowledge, it’s 

time to practice! Teachers arrange opportunities in the 

Greenville area for students to speak and listen to native 

English speakers in real-life situations. 
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Sample Diagnostic Assessment 
 
The diagnostic assessment provides the essential basis for a professional set-up of a 

customized IMMERSE learning experience, targeting the individual needs and goals of each 

student. This shortened extract shows the results of a diagnostic assessment of a student at 

advanced low level: 
 
The ACTFL description of Advanced low 
Speakers at the Advanced-Low level are able to handle a variety of communicative tasks, 

although somewhat haltingly at times. They participate actively in most informal and a 

limited number of formal conversations on activities related to school, home, and leisure 

activities and, to a lesser degree, those related to events of work, current, public, and 

personal interest or individual relevance. [Note: Due to his use of English primary in work 

settings, [student’s] language use is actually strongest on professional topics.] 
 
Language Goals 
[Student] feels most comfortable using English in a professional context, but would like to 

improve his comprehension and expression in informal social settings. He interacts with 

customers and shareholders outside of the office and has difficulty following conversations 

on unfamiliar topics, especially when the speaker talks quickly. So the primary goal for 

[student’s] training will be to improve his ability to take part in social conversations by 

familiarizing him with the topics, social norms, and vocabulary he is likely to encounter in 

that setting. 
 
Language Strengths 
[Student] demonstrates good control of language at the discourse level, including  

 Syntax / Word order  

 Clause structure  

 Verb tense and aspect  

 Modifiers  (word-level and sentence-level)  

 Transitions and connections 

 
Recommendations for Improvement during the IMMERSE week in Greenville 
Vocabulary: Add idiomatic / slang vocabulary and more precise vocabulary 
 
Pronunciation: Work on Word-level stress (e.g., fru’strating, not frustra’ting), Sentence-

level and discourse-level intonation patterns and Short and long vowel sounds  
 
Listening: [Student] indicated that better comprehension, especially of social conversation 

/ small talk, is one of his primary goals. This can be improved by addressing the vocabulary 

and pronunciation points noted above, and by listening to natural speech patterns in large 

quantities. Spontaneous dialogues, or even scripted dialogues – as in movies – rather than 

the more formal pattern of speech found in news broadcasts are recommended. 
 
Grammar: Solid on the basics, with appropriate and consistent use of tenses, especially in 

the future, but some inaccuracies on aspect. To improve: present perfect, verb usage with 

since, and conditionals. 



 

511 Pettigru Street  Greenville, SC 29681  864-286-1177  info@ImmerseGreenville.com 

  

 

 

 
Example schedule of an IMMERSE week  

  

 
 Time Instructor Content Location 

 

 

Monday 

9a - 1p Teacher A business English skills 
meeting room, 

downtown 
restaurant 

 

 
1 - 3p Teacher B 

pronunciation, 
idioms, slang 

coffee shop 
 

     

 

Tuesday 

9a - 12p Teacher C 
American (business) 

culture 
library, museum 

 

 
6 - 9p Teacher C culinary tour downtown Greenville 

 

     

 

Wednesday 

8 - 11a Teacher B 
grammar,  

phrasal verbs 
meeting room 

 

 
12 - 3p Teacher A reaching agreement hotel 

 

     

 

Thursday 

9a - 1p Teacher D listening downtown 
 

 
6:30 - 10:30p Teacher A & B baseball game stadium 

 

     

 

Friday 

9a - 12p Teacher D constructive criticism meeting room 
 

 
1 - 3p Teacher A 

review & final 
assessment 

meeting room, 
downtown 
restaurant 

 

      

 Total 31 hours   
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Our staff and instructors 

IMMERSE staff and instructors all have extensive experience teaching English to business 

professionals from around the world. They also have advanced degrees and ESL teaching 

certifications.  Some of our teachers are listed below. 

 Rebecca has an M.A. in linguistics and 12+ years teaching business 

 ESL. She is our diagnostic assessment expert.  

 

 “We get to work with the most fascinating, driven students – 

 reflective, curious, and highly motivated, and push them a 

 little closer to their goals. It’s why we love what we do.” 

 

 Susannah has an M.A. in English and 8+ years of TESL 

 experience.  She taught English in China for three of those 

 years. 

 

 “The business professionals who come for IMMERSE programs 

 are the most motivated, interesting people I have ever taught. 

 It is a privilege to help them practice their English while we  

  enjoy local culture and community together.” 

 Debbie is an American culture trainer and was an expat in France. 

 

 “For me, IMMERSE is all about lively learning. From art crawls 

 to brewery tours to farm or university visits to baseball games 

 – we have a chance to round out our clients’ experiences in the 

 language classroom with personal engagement with American 

 culture.” 

 

Elissa has been a certified TESOL teacher since 2007 and has lived 

 as an expat in Mexico, France, and the U.K. 

 

 “I can see students improve in the short time they are 

 participating in IMMERSE. They also lose some of their fear and

 self-consciousness around speaking, which supports their 

 continued efforts in using the language. It’s a great time seeing 

 students improving their English by engaging in the things they 

    enjoy.” 
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Why Greenville 

 

 
 

From automotive manufacturers and their suppliers, to IT companies developing future 

technologies, to many fast-growing small businesses, Greenville is expanding from year 

after year. It boasts over 150 international companies in the county and more than 500 in 

the region. Yet, it’s not only Greenville’s ideal location that attracts business men and 

women. Greenville is one of the south’s up-and-coming cities and is gaining recognition 

around the country for its vibrant downtown, friendly inhabitants, and excellent quality of 

life. The city is also just an hour away from the Appalachian mountains and a three-hour 

drive from the beach. This is why Greenville is truly an excellent place for international 

professionals to do business, enhance their English, and learn about the southern business 

culture in the IMMERSE program. 

 

 

 

 

Top 10 best downtowns 

Top 10 small cities where business is 

Best places to live 2016 
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What Clients Say 

“Congratulations on this course! We learned a lot, in a very pleasant way. It was very well 

organized and very interesting for us. Don’t change anything!”  

Human Resources Manager from France 

“The instructors were flexible; we had the opportunity to go ‘off-topics’ but we achieved the 

learning goals. It feels like a real discussion/interaction and not like an English course.” 

Engineering Manager from France 

“Listening to American people and the work on pronunciation was very important to help us 

to communicate with our American colleagues.”  

Product Manager from France 

“I loved how customized everything was. The program exceeded my expectations! I highly 

recommend it.”  

Engineering Executive from Brazil 

 

“The best things about this course were immersion, diversity, and 100% accommodation of 

needs. All of my teachers were great. And very nice location – Greenville!”  

Quality Manager from the Czech Republic 

 

“Great lessons, great teachers, great time!”  

Accountant from Germany 

 

“It was the best English program I ever had.” 

 Expat from Germany 

 

“The teachers fit perfectly with the lessons they gave. I loved the learning atmosphere 

created by the teachers. I’d do it again without any changes.”  

Executive from Germany 

 

“Thank you very much to all your team for the excellent work. It was really an opportunity 

to me to improve my English, and I am already benefiting at the business meeting where I 

am now. I will repeat the program in the future.”  

CEO from Spain 


